
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Dear Residents, 

 We hope you had a happy and safe summer and are now enjoying a 

beautiful Pennsylvania autumn.    We apologize for the length of time it has taken 

to send out a print newsletter.  Hopefully you are keeping current with our 

electronic newsletter E-Pathways.  You can sign up for E-Pathways by sending a 

request to Gail@schwenksville-pa.org with your name and preferred email 

address or you can Text “SCHWENKY” to 22828 and provide your email 

address when asked.  

  2017 has been a year of transition and preparation for Schwenksville 

Borough.   The Schwenksville Fire Company has closed their doors at 300 Main 

Street and merged with the Lower Frederick Fire Company after over 100 years 

of service to the Borough.   As they complete their transition, the Borough has 

begun to plan for how the Borough can begin to offset the loss of community 

service and events that were provided by the Fire Company beyond emergency 

services.   Have you thought about getting involved?  The Activities Committee 

needs to grow and take on more responsibility and they need more community 

involvement.   Contact us at the email above if you are interested in volunteering 

or submit the volunteer form included in this newsletter.  

 The Borough has been busy completing design plans and applying for 

permits to implement three major improvement projects scheduled for 

construction in 2018.  Those projects include Pedestrian Improvements along 

Main Street’s 100 Block, a Pedestrian Plaza and Street Improvements on the 300 

block east side, and Phase II Improvements to Meadow Park.  

 The Borough Authority is also busy preparing for a major infrastructure 

renewal project that will need to be coordinated with Borough Pedestrian 

Improvements and PennDot’s planned 2019 Main Street milling and paving 

project.  Inside you’ll find more information about these projects and others. 
 

Sincerely, 
 

Schwenksville                 Mayor Joe Giunta  

Borough Council 
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Public Safety Concerns 

     The Borough of Schwenksville 

is covered by the Pennsylvania 

State Police.   Residents should feel 

free to contact the State Police with 

any and all public safety concerns 

as many times as necessary.   

      It is helpful to report incidents 

or suspicious behavior at the time 

they are occurring or observed; if 

you have an immediate 

incident call 911.    

     For reporting of problems that 

re-occur on a regular basis, please 

contact the State Police Trooper 

Deanny Wright to alert them so 

that they can respond 

appropriately.    

     Trooper Deanny  E. Wright is the 

Community Services Trooper 

Assigned to Schwenksville Borough 

from the Skippack Barracks. 

Skippack Barracks 

2047C Bridge Road 

Schwenksville, PA 19473 

(610) 584-1250 

Emergency – 911 
Deanny E. Wright - 

DEAWRIGHT@pa.gov 
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Calendar of Events  

 November 2, 2017……Planning Commission  7PM  
 
November 7, 2017…..Election Day @ Fire House  
 
 November 9, 2017………..Council Meeting    7PM  
 
November 23 rd & 24 th…………Closed for Thanksgiving  

       

Schwenksville  

Borough Council & Mayor 

mailto:Gail@schwenksville-pa.org


 

 

  

     What’s old is new again.  It’s a common theme in the Borough’s revitalization program.  Rooted in a belief that the 

values, culture, history and geography that built the Borough are key ingredients to a vibrant future, the Revitalization 

Task Force has turned to the history books for ideas for refreshing the Main Street experience, drawing more people to 

Main Street, and improving the quality of life for everyone by creating a strong sense of place.   
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Community Spotlights 
 

     That time is now and the person 

who has taken charge of this 

ambitious project is Darren Rash.  

Donating his time, tools and labor, 

Darren has started Phase I of the 

project which consists of securing the 

structure, making weather proofing 

repairs and making sure it is fit to be 

located across the parking lot.   

 

     Phase II will involve constructing 

the new pad site and relocating the 

structure to the location chosen for the 

museum.   It doesn’t have far to move 

as the new location is just across the 

parking lot. 

 

     Schwenksville Borough has taken 

the first steps to create a Post Office 

Pocket Museum to commemorate the 

loyal and civic minded early citizens 

who provided a vital communication 

service to early residents by providing 

daily mail delivery at a local Post 

Office.  The Post Office provided a 

vital link to the rest of the world and 

brought many residents to town and 

gave neighbors an opportunity to catch 

up on news and events.   The Post 

Office Museum is part of a larger 

project to create a Main Street Plaza 

that will hopefully serve the same 

purpose as the 19
th

 Century Post Office 

providing a place for residents to 

gather. 

 

     Schwenksville Borough is in 

possession of the first structure that was 

built specifically to serve as the 

Schwenksville Post Office.   

Constructed for Post Master George 

Bear who served from 1893 to 1897, 

the approximately 252 Square Feet 

wooden structure has survived multiple 

relocations and was donated to the 

American Legion in 1973 who later 

donated it to the Borough of 

Schwenksville.  It has sat adjacent to 

the Fire Company for many years in a 

state of disrepair waiting for the right 

time to restore it and repurpose it. 
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     Schwenksville Borough is 

pleased to have two restaurants 

opened along the Perkiomen 

Trail.  In June Snoozy’s Café 

opened to join Perkiomen Pizza 

and Pasta in serving 

Schwenksville residents and 

Perkiomen Trail users. 

     Snoozy’s is owned by Evan 

Kenney who is also the Chef.  

Kenney and his partner Suzette 

operate Snoozy’s six days a week 

from 6:00 AM  to 3:00 PM.   They 

are closed on Tuesdays.    

     Snoozy’s is a breakfast and 

lunch café serving American 

cuisine.   There is a large and 

diverse menue to choose from.  

Try the Chicken Taco Wrap or 

have some Nelson’s Ice Cream—

both are highly recommended.  Or 

just come in and enjoy an all 

American breakfast.  It’s all 

freshly made by Evan. 

     Schwenksville Borough would 

like to welcome Snoozy’s to the 

Borough and thank them for 

getting involved with the Borough 

and supporting the community by 

opening up for special events at 

Meadow Park and catering the 

dedication of the Main Street 

Mural.  

Old Post Office is on the Move Again 
 

     Phase III will be restoring the 

integrity of the structure and the 

interior of the structure as well as 

constructing and installing displays, 

lighting and signage.    

 

     The Historical Committee will be 

working with Darren on designing 

exhibits and writing narratives and 

the new museum will be a central 

part of the “H.E.A.R.T of 

Schwenksville” District that stands 

for Historic, Engaging, Authentic 

and Recreational. 

      Burnsy’s Barber Shop might 

be new to Schwenksville’s 200 

Block of Main Street, but Shawn 

Burns isn’t new.      

     Shawn made a name for 

himself as a Trusted Barber and 

his clients had no trouble finding 

him at his new shop at 237 Main 

Street. 

     Shawn cuts mens and boys hair 

and is open Tuesday- Friday 

9AM- 6PM and Saturdays 9 AM- 

2PM. 

 

     Darren has been joined by a 

few hardy volunteers to help him 

with the first phase but is need of 

additional help and expertise.  

Anyone with carpentry skills, 

construction experience or 

equipment that is willing and 

able to assist with this project 

should contact Darren Rash at 

darrenr@schwenksville-pa.org 

or by calling the Borough at 610-

287-7442.   He would love the 

help.  

 

 

New Logo approved for use in Revitalization Projects 

      One idea was to develop a new Seal for the Borough that could be incorporated into 

flags, banners, sidewalk medallions, signs and other improvements and streetscape 

elements.  Can you find it in the Main Street Mural?  

 

     The Seal was first designed by Rose Ellen Behmer in black and white as part of 

Schwenksville’s United States Bicentennial Celebration.  The Pennsylvania Dutch inspired 

design submitted by the Bicentennial Committee of Schwenksville, graced the cover of the 

Schwenksville History Tribute for the celebration and was later adopted as the Borough’s 

official flag on May 3, 1976.  The artist states, “An emblem, to me, is a symbol not only of what is but that which 

should and can be.  Schwenksville abounds in natural beauty….inhabited by persons of many ethnic and cultural 

backgrounds….proudly holding up the banner of the true values of heart, co-operation and industriousness.”   

mailto:darrenr@schwenksville-pa.org


 

  

Need a number to call? 
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ELECTRONICS & RECYCLING  

 We get a lot of inquiries about where to recycle electronics that no longer are permitted 

under state law to be collected by trash haulers and about household hazardous waste collections 

and paper shredding.    Recycling Events sponsored by Montgomery County can be found at 

www.MontgomeryCountyRecycles.org or by calling 610-278-3618.     We try to post these on 

the Schwenksville website as well. Unfortunately the County is no longer sponsoring electronic 

recycling events.  However, Keep Pennsylvania Beautiful recently launched www.eWastePA.org 

, a consumer guide to electronics recycling in PA.  The site explains why and how to recycle 

electronics, and links consumers to recycling programs in their community. 
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Borough Hall 

140 Main Street 

Schwenksville, PA 19473  

610-287-7442 

610-287-8098 (fax) 

www.schwenksville-pa.org  

Gail@schwenksville-pa.org      

Aklepfer@schwenksville-pa.org            

 

Borough Authority  

Water & Sewer   

298 Main Street  

Schwenksville, PA 19473 

610-287-7772 

610-287-0717 (fax) 

www.sbawspa.org  

SchwenksvilleBAWS@gmail.com 

Mailing Address:  

P.O. Box 458 

Schwenksville, PA 19473 

State Police Skippack Barracks 
2047C Bridge Road 

Schwenksville, PA 19473 

610-584-1250   Emergency – 911 

Trooper Wright – deawright@pa.gov 

 

Lower Frederick Fire Company 
137 Spring Mount Rd. 

P.O. Box 1032 

Spring Mount, PA 19478 

Station – (610) 287-8383 

Social Hall/Club – (610) 287-6800 

Email – info@LFFC52.org 

 

Fire Marshall – Chris Melville 

christopher.melville@gmail.com 

 

Plymouth Community Ambulance Assoc. 

     /    Lower Frederick Division 
902 Germantown Pike 

Plymouth Meeting, PA 19462 

 

610-287-9110 – Lower Frederick 

610-842-3883 - Plymouth 

Perkiomen Valley Library at 

Schwenksville   

290 Second Street         

Schwenksville, PA 19473 

610-287-8360   

www.pvlibrary.net/ 

 

St. Rep. Marcy Toepel   

147th District (Montgomery Co.)           

1885 Swamp Pike Suite 107 

Gilbertsville, PA  19525-9666 

610-323-3299  

610-323-3289 (fax) 

www.reptoepel.com/ 

mailto:mtoepel@pahouseg

St. Senator Bob Mensch   

Red Hill Office   

56 West Fourth Street, Floor 2             

Red Hill, PA 18076 

215-541-2388 

215-541-2387 (fax)  

Toll Free 1-855-247-9020 

www.senatormensch.com Code Inspections, Inc.  

Schwenksville Borough Inspections 

Tom Heisner/BCO 
605 Horsham Road 

Horsham, PA 19044 

800-288-2633 

215-672-9400 

 

PECO Energy 
 

Emergency Service Request 

1-800-841-4141 

Customer Service 

1-800-498-4000 

 

www.Peco.com 

COMCAST 
1-800-COMCAST 

VERIZON 
1-855-607-1297 

Tax Collector 
Wendi Rowley 

borotaxcollector@yahoo.com 

610-287-8379 

*Thru 12/31/17 

ADVANCED DISPOSAL 

Trash & Recycling 
Borough Single Hauler 

610-440-3700 Customer Service 

Pennsylvania Department of Transportation 
7000 Geerdes Boulevard 

King of Prussia, PA 19406 

Phone: 610-205-6700 

Fax: 610-205-6668 

610-275-2368 – MonCo Maintenance Dept. 

 

Schwenksville Fire Company Merges with Lower 

Frederick Fire Company 

It is happening all over the 

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.  

Steep declines in the number of 

volunteers willing and able to 

complete the required training and 

dedicate their time to Volunteer Fire 

Companies has led to closures and 

mergers of local fire companies.   It 

was with great sadness that 

Schwenksville Borough received the 

news that such was the fate of the 

Schwenksville Fire Company.  

The Schwenksville Fire Company 

issued this statement: “On Monday, 

June 12, 2017, the members of 

Schwenksville Fire Company passed a 

vote progressing the merger forward 

with Lower Frederick Fire 

Company.  The merger will combine 

fire protection services into one, 

unified company. The decision to do 

so was not taken lightly, however, due 

to declining volunteerism Statewide, 

and increased costs of operations; this 

was seen as the best path forward for 

the residents of the Borough, 

surrounding communities, and fire 

company members.” 

The process of merging the two 

companies began immediately, and 

will be concluded no later 

than December 31, 2017.  On August 

3
th

 the Schwenksville Fire Company 

ceased operations at 300 Main Street 

and Station 73 closed its doors after 

over 110 years of service [It was 

chartered May 22, 1907].  

Schwenksville Borough adopted Ordinance No. 391 

naming Lower Frederick Fire Company as the Borough’s 

primary fire protection service provider.   The Fireman’s 

Relief Association as well as the Fire Police also merged 

under the LFFC umbrella. 

 

 The Schwenksville Fire Company Museum will 

stay in Schwenksville and be cared for by the Borough.  

The history of Schwenksville Fire Company/Station 73 

will be preserved and not forgotten.   The Borough thanks 

all of the dedicated men and women, past and present, 

who gave of themselves selflessly for the safety and 

betterment of Schwenksville Borough. 

http://www.montgomerycountyrecycles.org/
http://www.ewastepa.org/
http://www.schwenksville-pa.org/
mailto:Gail@schwenksville-pa.org
mailto:Aklepfer@schwenksville-pa.org
http://www.sbawspa.org/
javascript:DeCryptX('0i0n0f1p2B2N1G2H0C1635313r0r2i')
http://www.pvlibrary.net/
http://www.reptoepel.com/
mailto:mtoepel@pahousegop.com
mailto:mtoepel@pahousegop.com
http://www.senatormensch.com/


2018 Promises to be a busy year for Schwenksville 
Meadow Park 

 The design for Meadow Park 

Phase II improvements is in the final 

stages of approval and permitting and the 

Borough anticipates having the necessary 

approvals to advertise for bids in early 

2018. 

 The project includes three major 

improvements that will improve the 

Meadow Park experience for visitors.  

 Significant parking improvements 

and signage will make it easier for 

Perkiomen Trail users and Meadow 

Park visitors to access the facilities. 

 A public boat ramp to launch kayaks 

and canoes with ease and nearby 

parking. 

 An internal looped walking trail 

Ninety-one percent (91%) of the total 

cost is being financed by Grants and 

contributions from the Commonwealth of 

Pennsylvania and Montgomery County.  

 

Main Street Plaza 

 The Borough is also planning the 

details of a Main Street Plaza and 

Pedestrian Connection from Main Street 

to Meadow Park. 

 We are working with our 

neighbors to create a place for the public 

to relax or explore the existing Fire 

Company Museum, the proposed Post 

Office Pocket Museum, the Main Street 

Mural and Meadow Park.  The goal is to 

create a gathering place that can be used 

for community events and to draw 

positive attention to our Main Street 

corridor.    

 The construction costs are funded 

by  a 2017 Montco 2040 

Implementation grant and was the 

largest grant awarded by 

Montgomery County in 2017.   

 

Park Reservations 

 The Borough is actively 

receiving Meadow Park Pavilion 

Reservations for family parties, 

picnics and most recently a concert!   

New grills were installed and with a 

permit the bathrooms at the Fire 

House are opened up for the special 

event. Park Reservation Forms are 

available on www.schwenksville-

pa.org.  There is a $45 reservation 

fee and a $25.00 deposit that is 

returned if no additional clean-up is 

necessary.  Separate checks or cash 

is required. 

   

 Main Street Improvements 

 

 The Borough Authority has 

begun design and preparation for 

major capital improvements to 

their water and sewer 

infrastructure in Main Street.    

They will be replacing sections 

of the water and sewer mains as 

well as service lines to homes.   

This will entail trench work 
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     One subject that we get a lot of 

questions on is Building Inspections and 

Code Enforcement.   Schwenksville 

Borough contracts out for both 

services.  The Third Party Building 

Inspector/Code Enforcement Officer 

[Tom Heisner of Code Inspection Inc.] 

contracted by Schwenksville Borough 

has office hours at Borough Hall on 

Thursdays 9AM-10 AM and can be 

reached at the number listed below 

during that hour.  Code Inspections Inc., 

is only in the Borough part time - on 

Tuesday and Thursday mornings and 

conducts all building inspections and 

performs all code inspections on these 

days. All appointments for inspections 

can be scheduled by calling 610-287-

7442.  

 

     Code Enforcement is an on-going 

process and compliance often takes time 

and repeat communications with the 

property owner. Code Inspections Inc., 

provides a Licensed and fully Certified 

Inspector who is knowledgeable about 

the codes and the lawful process for 

achieving compliance.  The Code 

Enforcement Survey started last summer 

is still in various stages of enforcement 

and new violation notices are sent out as 

observed or discovered.   Ultimately, 

compliance is needed but the Borough 

recognizes the need to work with 

property owners and provide extensions 

of time for compliance when reasonable 

and warranted.   Filing Citations with the 

District Justice and scheduling a court 

date is a last resort.  

 

     The Borough encourages self-

monitoring.  One of the best ways to 

encourage neighbors to keep up with 

their yardwork is by making sure your 

own property is well maintained.  Keep 

the grass and weeds cut, kill and remove 

weeds from your sidewalk and curbs 

along your frontage and add seasonal 

landscaping or décor.  Kudos to the 

residents of South Main Street for 

achieving their own streetscaping!  

 

     There is also a complaint and 

suggestion form available at 

www.Schwenksville-pa.org that 

can be used to lodge a complaint, 

request a service or to simply make 

a friendly suggestion or 

observation.  We require the use of 

the form to help us better keep 

track of and process the requests 

and so that we can refer back to 

them when an opportunity arises to 

address it. In some cases, it helps 

us to build a file up for use in Code 

Enforcement Proceedings.   Please 

don't take offense when we ask you 

to complete one. The purpose is to 

make the process transparent, 

responsive, accountable and 

productive.  Sometimes the 

response is to place the repair on a 

list of many to be scheduled in the 

future.  Other times, the response is 

to turn it over to Code Inspections 

Inc. to investigate.     

 

     Suggestions and complaints 

may not always be resolved in the 

manner or time frame the 

complainant desires, but they are 

all looked and evaluated.   

through both road and sidewalk, 

including re-opening sections of 

South Main Street.   Sections of 

sidewalk affected will be 

restored to existing or better 

conditions. 

 

Coordination of the Authority 

capital projects with planned 

Borough and PennDot capital 

improvements for 2018 and 2019 is 

underway to minimize temporary 

repair conditions and with the goal 

of making permanent repairs only 

once.  

 

 The Borough will be replacing 

curb and sidewalk in the 100 

block of Main Street with a 

Community Development Block 

Grant .  The project includes 

updating ADA ramps at Maple 

Street; replacing curb and 

sidewalk; adding drainage grates 

where needed and the 

installation of historic markers 

and sidewalk medallions. 

 

  PennDot plans to Mill and 

Overlay Main Street in 2019.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Property Maintenance 

Perkiomen Watershed 

Conservancy Corner 
     The Perkiomen Watershed 

Conservancy has a big goal for 2018. The 

goal is to get the Perkiomen Creek 

officially sanctioned as a Pennsylvania 

State Water Trail. Of course the 

Perkiomen Creek is already a water trail 

that many in the valley utilize. On any 

given weekend throughout the summer 

droves of boaters and tubers alike take 

advantage of the clear water and secluded 

niches that the creek offers. The 

Conservancy for its part takes advantage 

of this wonderful resource for the Lenape 

Challenge adventure race in April and the 

Perkiomen Creek Sojourn in June, both 

of which have recently witnessed an 

explosion in popularity. 

     The proposed Perkiomen Creek Water 

Trail course follows the creek bed itself, 

but also draws upon the resources of its 

land-based predecessor, the Perkiomen 

Trail. The water trail will begin just 

below the dams at Green Lane Park and 

will course 18 miles through the valley to 

where the creek merges with the 

Schuylkill River at Oaks. The land-based 

Perkiomen Trail already provides many 

of the access points, parking areas and 

facilities needed to develop this new 

recreation initiative.  

     The Conservancy was recently 

awarded a grant, from the Schuylkill 

Highlands, to determine the feasibility of 

creating a more defined water trail. This 

grant also provides for the creation of a 

recreation map that will highlight the 

water trail route, its access points, and 

the numerous amenities that lie on either 

side of its banks. If all goes according to 

plan, this map will be released at the 

Conservancy’s Perkiomen Creek Sojourn 

in June 2018.  

     Upon completion of the feasibility 

study, the Conservancy will file for 

official water trail designation. The PA 

Environmental Council, the PA Fish and 

Boat Commission, and the PA Dept. of 

Conservation and Natural Resources 

jointly manage the PA State Water Trail 

Program. With any luck, the Perkiomen 

Creek just might become the next PA 

State Water Trail. For more information 

or to get involved, please contact the 

Conservancy’s Director Ryan Beltz at 

rbeltz@perkiomenwatershed.org. 

 

http://www.schwenksville-pa.org/
http://www.schwenksville-pa.org/
http://schwenksville-pa.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/05/COMPLAINT-AND-SUGGESTION-FORM____2015-1.pdf

